Wider Impacts and Scenario Evaluation of Autonomous and Connected Transport

COST Action CA16222
Call for candidates to conduct a STSM (Short Technical and Scientific Mission)

Proposed topic: Travel time savings in the era of autonomous and connected transport 
Working Group 2 - Social Challenges is looking for a young researcher to complete an STSM on the topic of travel time savings in the era of autonomous and connected transport. 

Host: Assoc.Prof. Karel Martens, Technion - Israel Institute of Technology  

Travel time savings are the most important benefit of investments in transport infrastructure, as least in the current approach to transport planning and transport project appraisal. For instance, travel time savings account for about 80% of the benefits of most road projects in developed countries. 

The emergence of autonomous and connected transport (ACT) challenges the assumptions underlying the use of travel time savings and the calculation of its value. In the extreme case, travel time loses its meaning entirely, as the time in a vehicle (public or private) can be used entirely for other purposes. Yet, it remains clear that also in such an extreme scenario, transport investments will have benefits. Yet, what are they and how can they be understood and measured?
The aim of the STSM is threefold: (1) to map the existing perspectives on travel time savings (mainstream and critical); (2) to review the ACT literature on travel time savings; and (3) to explore the possible role and conceptualization of travel time savings in a world with fully operational ACT. The proposed research is conceptual in nature, reflecting on the relevance and rationale of using travel time savings in transport appraisal, in the current world and in the world of ACT. The STSM is expected to deliver the starting point for a joint paper between host and visitor. 
The duration of the STSM is three or four consecutive weeks, in the period between December 2018 and early April 2019 (the start date cannot be after 12th of March 2019).
Applicants are invited to contact the hostwith a brief CV, short letter and preferences regarding visiting duration and dates. Applicants are advised to check their countries’ foreign offices for travel advices before contacting the host.
Please send all information to Karel Martens (kmartens@technion.ac.il), with cc to WG2 leader Eda Beyazit (ebeyazit@gmail.com), and WISE-ACT STSM coordinator Maria Attard (stsm@wise-act.eu).
For more information:

On WISE-ACT COST Action: http://www.cost.eu/COST_Actions/ca/CA16222
On STSM: http://www.cost.eu/media/cost_stories/Short-Term-Scientific-Missions
